
in favor of tho latter hypothesis. It will be sufficient to cite the opin-
ions of two eminent clinical professors on this point. Dr. Bennett, in
one of his clinical lectures, says of the secondary forms of syphilis,
that they are always the result of inoculation ; but that they may arise
not only from the poison being absorbed directly from a primary sore,
but may be communicated by the mother to the fcetus in utero, by
the infant to the nurse, and again by the nurse to the infant. (See
London and Edinburgh. Journal of Medical Science, 1852, p. 510.)

Velpeau, at a recent meeting of the French Academy of Medicine
(see New York Medical Times, February, 1856), stated that he did not
hesitate to maintain that all or nearly all the manifestations of secon-
dary syphilis are contagious. He bases his opinion on the general
consent of physicians to its truth, and the daily experience of the pro-
fession, as well as upon clinical observations, the fact of hereditary
transmissibility and tho results of inoculation itself.—Sec'y.]

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, MARCH 25, 1858.

THE STATUS OF THE PROFESSION.
A series of oditorial articles under the above hoad has appeared in

three late numbers of the Medical and Surgical Reporter, the last of
which suggests a plan for raising and maintaining the standard of
medical acquirements. This plan was adopted by the Medical Societyof New Jersey for recommendation to the American Medical Associa-
tion, at the next annual meeting at Washington, in May next. Its
chief features are tho following : the Association shall appoint a Board
of Censors for each circuit of the Unitod States Supreme Court, who
shall meet at stated times during each year, in different soctions of
their respective districts, for tho purpose of examining candidates for
membership of the Association, and their certificate shall entitle the
holder to such membership. The Army and Navy Examining Boards
may'also issue certificates entitling candidates to membership, and
members may also bo received, within certain specified limits, on certifi-
cate from foreign medical societies or oxamining boards, and the Asso-
ciation may confer honorary membership at any regular meeting, by a
two-thirds vote. The plan also proposes that the State Societies
should resolvo themselves into auxiliaries to the National Association,
the district, county and other societies being auxiliary to the state
societies, and all controlled by the regulations of tho National Asso-
ciation.

Tho abovo plan is" embraced in a sories of resolutions, which tho
dclogates of tho New Jersey Society are instructed to prosont at the
meeting of the Association. We understand they are intended as

suggestions only, in order to bring the subject to tho notice of the
Association, and load to the adoption of somo plan for establishing a
standard for membership which may secure tho election of such men
only as shall be worthy of composing the highest modical body in
our country. There is no question as to the importance of doingsomething to raise tho standard of candidates for membership. At
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present, the Association contains a large number of members who aro

unwortbyr of the privilege they enjoy, and who impair its dignity and
prestige ; but wo anticipate that it will be exceedingly difficult to ap-
ply any rigid test of fitness for membership to a society of such un-

wieldy dimensions, whose officers and active members undergo such
constant changes, and whose meetings are held at such distant in-
tervals.

The remedy for the evil must be partly sought for in the happy in-
fluence which the Association itself is exercising upon the profession,
especially in promulgating its Code of Ethics, and in raising the stand-
ard of medical education. We believe that already a great advanco
has been made in the character of the profession in our country, and
its future progress must bo still more rapid. Tho better educated our

physicians are, the more will they elevate the medical profession, and
secure it from the inroads of empiricism. We imagine that here lies
the main difficulty. A largo number of our practitioners aro deficient
in the elements of a common education. As a class we know that
they are intelligent and sagacious, and practically acquainted with
tho art of medicine ; but their resources do not enable them to study
it as a science, nor to contribute to its progress. We are describing a
state of things which is now passing away. Already our schools
have assumed a high position, and are sending forth legions of well-
instructed physicians, who will elevate medical science to its proper
rank among us.

We commend the Resolutions of the Now Jersey Society to tho
careful consideration of all who are interested in medical advancement,
and we hope they will bo fully discussed at the approaching meeting
of the Association.

INDISCRIMINATE SALE OF POISONS.
In a late number we alluded to the very dangerous custom of sell-

ing active poisons to irresponsible parties, without a prescription from
a physician, or some other guarantee that no criminal use would be
made of the article purchased. AVo desired to call attention to tho
importance of a legal enactment which should place some restraint
upon this practice, and related the case of a young girl who obtained,
without the slightest difficulty, of an apothecary, half an ounco of
laudanum, which she swallowed with the intention to commit suicide.
The medicine was delivered to her in a teacup, which she brought for
the purpose. Quite recently a similar case of culpable carelessness
on the part of an apothecary has occurred in this city, which resulted
in a more disastrous manner. A few days ago, a young woman, who
had been partially insane for two months past, purchased at a drug
store six cents' worth of arsenic, which she mixed in a glass of lem-
onade, and swallowed. An emetic was immediately given, which
caused free vomiting, and it was supposed she was out of danger.
She died, however, the next day. It was supposed, from her confes-
sions, that she had taken other poisons. The coroner's jury in their
verdict caution apothecaries against this practice, which they consider
to be highly reprehensible, and which ought to bo severely punished.

PROFESSIONAL INTEGRITY.
Messrs. Editors,—In 1835 I became a licentiate of the Massachu-

setts Medical Society, by paying two dollars, as I was a graduate of
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the Mass. Medical School. Being located in Truro, 100 miles from
Boston, I did not enter into full membership. (If bite years, as irregu-
lar consultations and homceopathists have been encouraged by the
Mass. Mod. Society, I have bad little desire to be enrolled among its
members. Many are of my mind, and others whose names are on the
Catalogue are only nominal members at present, hoping the time is
not far distant when the true common sense of our profession* will
rise in its might, and purge us from dead works to the service of
truth and science.

Your editorial of March 11th, 1858, accords with my views, pre-
cisely, and I am happy to affirm that your Journal has always been
consistent and conservative ; and I feel confident that ultimately truth
must everywhere prevail. lie only is worthy the name of physician
who would not rather beg, than seek to gain the public favor by
dishonorable means, and thus attempt to Bacrifioe our noble profes-
sion to ignorance and prejudice. If we expect to prosper by being
united with duplicity and avaricious cunning, we shall .justly be disap-
pointed, and the regular practice be saved, yet as by fire.

How much it is to be regretted that our ancient and justly-renowned
profession has not always found in the hearts of her followers the
same attachment and devotion that was manifested by the heroic ICos-
suth, when he asked protection of the Sultan of Turkey. The
latter intimated to him that if be would abandon his religion he would
be safe ; to which the illustrious patriot and philanthropist replied
(though he knew not but his answer would consign him to Russian
vengeance), " welcome, if need bo, the axe or the gibbet, but curses

on the tongue that dare make to me so infamous a proposal."
Every Doctor in Medicine who has not integrity and courage

enough to adhere to the regular fraternity, and scorn to consult with
or countenance quackery, should commit his diploma to the flames,
sealler its ashes to tho winds, and declare there is no value in re-
corded observation and experience, nor advantage to be derived from
the cultivation of the mind and heart. Ñ. J. Knight, M.D.

Somerville, March 19th, 1858.

LECTURES ON MENTAL HYGIENE.
The fourth, and last, of a series of lectures before the Lowell Insti-

tute, by Dr. Isaac Ray, was delivered a few evenings since. We
were unfortunately prevented from attending the course, but we glad-
ly availed ourselves of an abstract, printed in the Courier, which con-

veys an idea of its exceeding value. At a time when the reasoning
faculties of the community appear to be almost distracted, the wise
counsels of so eminent an authority in mental disease as Dr. Ray
ought to be heeded by every one. We hope the author will be in-
duced to publish his lectures, in order that their lavorable influence
may be as widely spread as possible.

Dr. Wood's Treatment of Spinal Curvatures.—We had no intention
of doing injustice to Dr. Wood in our notice of his reported cases of
Pott's disease, in the last number of the Journal, by suggesting that
his principle of treatment was a secret one. We are happy to state
that a full explanation of the principle and apparatus, illustrated with
engravings, was published by him in the last number of the New York
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Journal of Medicine, to which we refer those interested in the treat-
ment of this class of diseases.

Medical and Surgical Reporter.—We arc informed that the publica-
tion of the Reporterin about to be removed from Burlington, N. J.,
to Philadelphia, and that Dr. Win. B. Atkinson, of the latter city, who
has for some time past been a regular contributor to its pages, will be
associated with Dr. Butler in its editorial management. We think
there is a good opening for a monthly journal in Philadelphia, and
have no doubt the Reporter will be well received, and bo found still
more worthy of the favor of its numerous supporters.

The Medical Department of the University of Maryland has under-
gone some changes. Professor Thomas resigns the chair of Obstet-
rics, which he held for ten years. To the vacancy, Professor G. W.
Miltenberger, who before occupied the chair of Materia Medica and
Therapeutics, has been appointed. Charles Frick, M.D., of Baltimore,
is elected Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, in place of
Professor Miltenberger. _

Prof. Holmes's Valedictory Address.—We are happy to bo able to
lay before our readers Dr. Holmes's excellent address to tho graduates
of the medical class, which he has kindly furnished for publication at
our request. .We shall take an opportunity of noticing the address in
del ail hereafter. Copies, in pamphlet form, may be obtained at this
office.

Mortality of Charleston, S. C.—From the Annual Report of the City
Registrar of Charleston, wo learn that the total number of deaths dur-
ing 1857 was 1,281, of which 496 were those of whites and 741 those
of blacks. The proportion of deaths to the population was 1 in 42.37.
The most fatal diseases were consumption (141), trismus nascentium
(57), dropsy (57), convulsions (58). There were 84 deaths from " old
age," of which 60 were those of blacks.

Health of the. City.—The mortality for the past week was very large,
no less than 00 deaths having been reported. Of these, 23 were from
consumption, 8 from pneumonia, 3 from congestion of the lungs, and 4
from scarlatina. There were four deaths from " old age." One fe-
male of 20 years died of whooping cough. The number of deaths
for the corresponding week of 1857 was 70, of which 14 were from
consumption, 3 from pneumonia, and 11 from scarlatina.

Mardird,—In this city, 17th inst., Dr. J. C. Sharp to Miss Helen SayU-s, both of llostou.

DlKD,—In Georgia, Vt-, Moroh loth, Nathan Deane, M.D., 43.

Books ami Pamphlete Received.—Pained Institutes of Medicino.—A Report on the Diseases of the Cer-
rlx Uteri. By Joseph A. Uve, M.U.—Beport of the City Registrar of lioston, of the liirths, Marriages and
Deaths for 1887,

Deaths in limitan lor the week ending Saturday noon, March 20th, DU. Males, 50—Females, 40.—
Acciilent, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 1—congestion of ihe bowels, 1—Inflammation of the braih, ]—
congestion of the brain, I—burns, 1—consumption, 23—convulsions, -I—croup, 1—dysentery, 1—dlarrhc_a,3
—dropsy In the head, '2—infantile diseases, 5—puerperal, 1—epilepsy, -—erysipelas, 2—typhoid fever, 1—
« larlet lever, 4—disease of the heart, 3—haemorrhage of the lungs, 1—intemperance, 1—inflammation of the
ltintrs, 8—congestion of the lungs, :i—diseuse of the liver, 1—marasmus, 1— measles, 2—old age, 0—palsy,
1— purpura, 1—plenrlsy, 2—premature birth, 1—suicide, 1—.teething, _—ulcers on hip, 1—unknown, 1—
whooping cough, 1.

Under 5 years, 84—between 5 and 20 years, 5—between 20 and 40 years, 22—between 40 and tiO yeul'3,15—above (JO yyura, 14. llurn in the United States, U2—Ireland, __—other places, 5.
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Massachusetts General Hospital.—The annual report of this Hospital, just pub-
lished, shows that 920 patients have been admitted during the past year. Of
these, 280 paid their board, 91 paid it part of the lime, and 549 were entirely free.
Of the whole number, 510 were discharged well, and 130 died. Proportion of
deaths to the whole number of results, 1 in 7 1-3. Number of accidents during
the year, 163. Average number of patients, 128; males, 66—females, 62.
Whole amount of board charged to all the patients for the year, $29,800 23. Of
this, there was received from paying patients, 87,336 83 ; and the remainder,
$22,463 40 was charged to tho Trustees, for free patients. Deducting the repairs
of the Hospital, the weekly expense of each patient was $5 90.

In the McLean Asylum for the Insane, connected with the Hospital, 141 pa-
tients were admitted during the year, and 159 discharged. Total number under
care, 337; average number, 191.

Eastern Lunatic Asylum of Kentucky.—The thirty-third and thirty-fourth Annual
Reports of this institution have just been published together, bringing the state-
ment of its condition up to Oct. 1, 1857. During the year ending at that time,
there had been under treatment in the institution, 298 patients—viz.; 198 remain-
ing at the beginning of the year, and 100 admitted in the course of it. Of these,
37 had been discharged, recovered : 20 had died ; 12 removed ; 1 eloped ; and
228 remained. The buildings are intended for the accommodation of only 225
inmates. The Western Asylum, in the same State, it appears, has accommoda-
tions for 350, and has within it, on account of an unequal division of the State,
only about 100. Complaint of this is made in the Report, and also of the neglect
of the Legislature to furnish the Eastern institution with a smoke-house, garden-
house and work-shops, as well as a farm—the lands now used being only leased
for the Asylum. During the early part of 1856, diarrhoea, which had been the
prevailing malady among the inmates for many years, became suddenly more

prevalent, and assumed the form of an epidemic. Surmising that this was caused
by a leakage in the main sewer of the establishment, which was of rough stone,
uncemented, and passed near the spring furnishing the house with water, an exa-
mination was made, and it was found that soap-suds emptied at the wash-house,
would, in twenty minutes, issue at the spring. All communication with the
spring was immediately cut off, and water a mile distant, obtained, until an arte-

 stan well was completed. Within one week, not a case of diarrhoea remained in
the house, and a full year afterward, tho superintendent states thai diarrhoea, once
the perpetual scourge of the institution, had disappeared, and other affections had
become more manageable. It is ptoper to state, that the sewer leading from one
of the water-closets was found obstructed, and cleared out during the saine sea-
son. The artesian well spoken of is 106 feet deep, 89 feet through solid rock.
The water, which rises 50 feet in the bore, is considered inexhaustible, and is
represented as possessing wholesome medicinal properties, without affecting its,
general culinary usefulness. An analysis by Prof. Peter shows that it contains
about two grains of common salt to the gallon, small portions of the carbonate of
lime and magnesia, a trace of the carbonate of iron, with chloride of sodium,
sulphate of lime and magnesia, and minuto traces of bromine and iodine—its
gases, sulphurated hydrogen and carbonic acid. Its flavor is pleasant, and all
have become fond of it.—The attention of the legislature is called to the impor-
tance of providing accommodation for idiots in the State—some of whom are now
Bent to the lunatic asylums, and many others are scattered over the Slate and sup-
ported by the annual appropriation made for their relief. This appropriation, it
seems, has gradually increased since 1843, when it was $14,880 33—in 1856 it
being $21,095 01, in addition to tho support of those in the asylums.—The esti-

, mated value of the produots of the garden and farm, cultivated by the patients
exclusively of the [¡astern Asylum, during the last year, was $2,644 30. A sin-
gle half acre of land yielded 207 bushels of potatoes—"carefully measured by
several gentlemen." This asylum is situated near Lexington, and the Medical
Superintendent is Dr. W. S. Chipley, to whom we are indebted for a copy of the
reports referred to.

A valuable mineralogical cabinet is to be sold in Nashville, Tenn., on the 15th
of April next. It contains more lhari 1200 minerals, and belonged to the late Dr.
Girard Troost.
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